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GOVERNMENT  OF  ALBERTA 


Updating  Albertans 

Four  times  a year  the  Government  of  Alberta  produces  fiscal  updates  on  how 
much  it  is  earning,  spending  and  investing  on  behalf  of  Albertans.  Its  one  way 
we  fulfill  our  promise  to  be  accountable  to  Albertans.  But  there’s  more  to 
accountability  than  numbers,  economic  indicators  and  financial  tables. 

These  Quarterly  Activity  Reports  are  designed  to  give  you  details  on  where  the 
money  goes.  Each  is  a long  list  of  some  of  the  most  important  and  interesting 
achievements  and  initiatives  begun  or  accomplished  by  this  government  during 
each  quarter  of  the  1999-2000  fiscal  year.  The  Third  Quarterly  Activity  Report 
covers  October,  November  and  December  of  1999. 

The  19,000  public  employees  of  the  Alberta  Government  are  responsible  for 
getting  so  many  of  these  initiatives  off  the  ground  and  maintaining  them  with 
a standard  of  excellence  second  to  none.  You  may  be  surprised  by  the  sheer 
number  of  their  accomplishments,  but  it  s the  quality  and  variety  that  we  re 
most  proud  of. 
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THIRD  QUARTER  ACTIVITY  REPORT 


TALKING  TO  ALBERTANS 


The  Alberta  Government  listens  to  Albertans.  Its  the  priorities  of  the  people  of  this  province 
that  drive  everything  we  do.  And  to  make  sure  that  we  know  what  those  priorities  are,  we 
ask.  During  the  3rd  Quarter  we  asked  Albertans’  advice  on  several  topics: 


• Ag  Summit  2000  planned  (to  find  innovative  ways 
to  address  current  industry  concerns) 

• Study  initiated  by  the  MLA  Farm  Property 
Assessment  Review  Committee  to  determine  the 
impact  of  proposed  changes  to  the  way  farm 
property  and  farming  operations  are  assessed  and 
taxed 


• Aboriginal  Policy  consultations  began  to  help 
government  create  an  environment  where  people 
have  better  access  to  social  and  economic 
opportunities  (more  than  35  meetings  were  held 
with  Aboriginal,  industry,  government  and  others) 

• Tsuu  T’ina-Justice  Partnership  launched  with  the 
official  opening  of  the  Tsuu  Tuna  Provincial  Court 
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STRENGTHENING  THE  ALBERTA  ECONOMY 


Job  creation  is  one  of  the  key  indicators  of  economic  well-being.  With  43,000  new  jobs 
created  and  more  than  1.3  million  people  working  during  the  3rd  Quarter,  Alberta  confirmed 
its  place  as  Canadas  leader  in  job  creation.  Activities  this  government  took  to  strength  our 
economy  include: 


• Minimum  wage  increased  to  $5.90  Alberta’s  and 
the  minimum  wage  for  students  was  eliminated 

• Review  of  Hail  and  Crop  Insurance  programs 
launched  to  look  at  client  needs  as  well  as  options 
to  provide  cost  effective  coverage  for  production 
losses 

• Changes  to  Farm  Income  Disaster  Program  and  Farm 
Income  Disaster  Loan  Program  promised  to  provide 
emergency  support  to  farmers  who  suffered  income 
loss  (estimated  cost  $170  million  each  for  1998 
and  1999) 

• More  than  $30  million  approved  in  loans  to 
Alberta  farmers  and  the  agri-industry 

• One-time  grants  of  $1  million  and  $2  million 
awarded  to  Bow  River  and  Western  Irrigation 
Districts  to  rehabilitate  irrigation  canals 

• New  Youth  Connections  (a  program  that  helps 
young  Albertans  find  jobs)  sites  opened  in  October 
in  Lethbridge  and  Medicine  Hat 

• $125,000  provided  to  support  local  initiatives 
through  the  Agricultural  Initiatives  Program 

• More  than  250  community  agencies  in  Alberta 
participated  in  the  Canada  Career  Week  in 
October  (10,000  people  visited  the  4th  annual 
Career  and  Employment  Fair  in  Edmonton  alone) 


• Canada’s  Research-Based  Pharmaceutical 
Companies  (Rx&D)  announced  a minimum  of 
$150  million  investment  in  research  and 
development  in  Alberta  over  the  next  three  years 

• Investment  Climate  Working  Group  (government 
and  industry  representatives)  established  to 
investigate  opportunities  to  increase  research  and 
development  investment  and  increase  the  number 
of  highly  skilled  jobs  in  the  Alberta  pharmaceutical 
industry 

• Over  $4.4  million  in  grants  approved  by  Alberta 
Foundation  for  the  Arts  to  134  Albertan  artists 
and  172  art  groups  (estimated  economic  impact: 

$9  million) 

• Alberta  pushed  for  greater  trade  and  investment 
liberalization  at  World  Trade  Organization  talks  in 
Seattle 

• The  Premier’s  External  Advisory  Committee  on 
Information  and  Communications  Technology 
established 

• Alberta  showcased  at  annual  Government 
Technology  Exhibition  and  Conference  in  Ottawa 
(the  world’s  largest  forum  on  managing 
government  information  and  technology) 
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PROMOTING  HEALTH  AND  WELLNESS 


Good  health  is  dependent  on  many  factors.  Of  course  we  need  excellent  doctors  and  hospitals 
to  help  us  get  better  when  were  ill.  As  individuals,  we  need  healthy  habits  so  we  don’t 
become  ill.  And,  as  a society,  we  need  healthy  attitudes  towards  fitness,  nutrition  and  mental 
health  issues  so  staying  well  becomes  less  a chore  and  more  a natural  part  of  life.  During  the 
3rd  Quarter,  we  made  progress  on  all  these  fronts: 


• New  physical  education  curriculum  implemented 
to  help  kids  become  active  for  life 

• Student  Health  Initiative  ensures  children  with 
special  health  needs  will  benefit  from  enhanced 
services  in  school 

• All  recommendations  of  Health  Summit  99 
accepted  in  principle 

• Legislation  passed  to  protect  the  privacy  of  an 
individual’s  health  information  and  set  rules  for  the 
appropriate  sharing  of  information 

• Impacts  of  the  Aging  Population  study  complete  with 
the  Symposium  on  Aging  in  November  (report  on 
findings  due  out  in  Spring  2000) 

• Aricept  (the  only  approved  treatment  for 
Alzheimer’s  Disease)  added  to  the  Alberta  Health 
and  Wellness  Drug  Benefit  List 

• The  Alberta  Gaming  Research  Institute  (created  in 
November)  will  conduct  research  into  the  social 
and  economic  aspects  of  gaming 

• 1,000  additional  front-line  health  workers  to  be 
hired  (mostly  registered  nurses  for  emergency 
wards,  acute  care  hospitals,  long-term  care  and 
home  care  programs) 


• $216  million  to  regional  health  authorities  from 
the  economic  cushion  to  eliminate  any 
accumulated  debt  and  reward  authorities  that 
managed  within  their  budgets 

• $265.8  million  over  three  years  to  develop  new 
continuing  care  beds  and  replace  or  renovate 
existing  health  facilities 

• $15  million  provided  for  long-term  care  to  address 
immediate  short-term  needs  identified  in  Long 
Term  Care  Review  entitled  Healthy  Aging:  New 
Directions  for  Care 

• $44.5  million  in  benefits  were  paid  to  or  on  behalf 
of  over  182,000  lower  income  Alberta  seniors 
through  the  Alberta  Seniors  Benefit  program 

• 1,988  grants  (totalling  $5,354,556)  awarded 
through  the  Special  Needs  Assistance  for  Seniors 
program 

• Barriers  preventing  midwives  and  other  non- 
physicians from  having  hospital  admitting 
privileges  removed 
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SUPPORTING  EDUCATION  AND  LIFELONG  LEARNING 


Education  is  a privilege,  a right  and  a key  to  personal  growth  and  economic  prosperity.  In 
government  we  are  constantly  striving  to  improve  Alberta’s  already  excellent  education  system. 
In  the  3rd  Quarter  of  1999-2000,  research  played  a big  part.  We  studied  class  sizes  and 
teaching  techniques  with  a view  to  further  improving  student  learning.  And,  two  government 
committees  were  created  to  review  the  impact  of  growth  and  density  on  school  jurisdiction 
and  consult  with  Albertans  on  lifelong  learning.  Other  activities  included: 


• Virtual  school  symposium  looked  at  trends  and 
developments  in  on-line  learning  and  virtual 
education 

• New  approach  to  technology  training  instituted  for 
Alberta  teachers 

• School  Improvement  Initiative  created  to  improve 
student  learning  and  performance 

• Phase  I of  School  Facilities  Evaluation  project 
completed  in  December  (examined  433  priority 
schools  to  determine  needs  for  renovations  and 
repairs) 

• $13.2  million  in  scholarships  awarded  to  7,900 
students  for  academic  excellence 

• $10  million  provided  to  post-secondary 
institutions  under  the  Learning  Enhancement 
Envelope  to  support  integration  of  technology  in 
program  delivery  and  support  systems 

• $38  million  to  post-secondary  institutions  for 
infrastructure  needs 


• $330,000  to  Community  Adult  Learning  Councils 
to  increase  rural  Albertans’  access  to  learning 

• $30  million  investment  to  attract  top  technology 
researchers  to  Alberta  universities 

• Over  $18,000  awarded  to  29  Albertans  through 
Michael  Luchkovich  scholarships  for  career 
development 

• $900,000  provided  in  ongoing  support  to  develop 
and  deliver  learning  materials  for  teachers,  parents 
and  others 

• Achievements  of  Alberta’s  science  and  technology 
communities  celebrated  during  Science  and 
Technology  Week 

• Five  Study  Your  Options  booklets  released  (part  of  a 
joint  federal-provincial  initiative  to  improve 
financial  information  for  students) 
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SUPPORTING  FAMILIES  AND  CHILDREN 


The  Alberta  Government  funds  many  programs  to  support  children  and  families.  They  also 
monitor  the  results  of  these  programs  to  make  sure  they  are  worthwhile.  Last  year,  the  Social 
Services  Bursary  Program  put  $400,000  into  the  education  of  43  new  Aboriginal  social 
workers.  In  November  ‘99,  30  Aboriginal  students  were  recognized  for  their  academic 
achievements  in  social  work.  Albertans  have  every  reason  to  expect  equally  positive  results 
from  the  activities  undertaken  during  3rd  Quarter: 


• First  Alberta  Childrens  Forum  held  (over  1,000 
Albertans  made  recommendations  on  issues  like 
health,  poverty,  learning,  and  substance  abuse) 

• Preliminary  findings  of  the  Task  Force  on  Children 
at  Risk  released 

• Province-wide  advertising  campaign  launched  to 
combat  Fetal  Alcohol  Syndrome 

• Child  Welfare  Act  amended  to  provide  increased 
access  to  adoption  information 

• Traffic  Safety  in  Alberta  web  site  launched  in 
October  to  teach  children  about  traffic  safety 
through  Walk  the  Talk  program  materials  and 
activities 

• $5  million  joint  pilot  project  launched  to  increase 
safety  of  domestic  violence  victims  and  provide 
earlier  counselling  and  treatment  (project  partners 
include  Calgary  community  groups  and  all  levels  of 
government) 


• $24  million  in  additional  funding  to  offset  costs  of 
increased  child  welfare  caseload  and  other  priority 
services  for  children 

• 1999  Alberta  Future  Leaders  program  concluded  (21 
Aboriginal  communities  participated,  providing 
recreation  and  leadership  programs  to  young 
people  in  their  communities) 

• Great  Kids  Awards  announced  for  children  who 
contribute  positively  to  their  families  and 
communities 
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BUILDING  STRONGER,  SAFER  COMMUNITIES 


Alberta’s  communities  are  strong,  vibrant  and  diverse.  Albertans  want  to  keep  it  that  way.  So, 
government  is  always  looking  for  new  ideas  and  initiatives  that  will  build  on  this  provinces 
already  strong  foundation.  During  3rd  Quarter  these  initiatives  included: 


• 4,244  Albertans  received  help  with  162 
community  development  projects 

• $47  million  for  improvements  to  seniors’  lodges, 
government  facilities,  reservoirs,  dams  and  water/ 
wastewater  treatment  plants 

• $600,000  provided  to  non-profit  community 
groups  for  crime-prevention  projects  (each  group 
can  apply  for  up  to  $10,000) 

• About  850  megawatts  of  new  power  came 
on-stream  in  Alberta  last  year  (enough  power  to 
light  up  eight  cities  the  size  of  Red  Deer) 

• Alberta  Aboriginal  communities  were  provided 
access  to  Aboriginal  Justice  Strategy  funding  to 
develop  community-based  adult  and  youth  justice 
programs 

• Eight  Metis  Settlements  received  program  funding 
for  community-based  justice  programs  under  a tri- 
partite agreement 

• Administrative  License  Suspension  program  came  into 
effect  December  1 (the  program  imposes  an 
automatic  penalties  on  a drivers  charged  with 
alcohol-related  offences) 


• Expanded  window  for  monitoring  and  dealing  with 
repeat  impaired  driver  implemented  December  1 
(allows  government  to  apply  more  appropriate 
penalties  and  interventions) 

• New  photo  radar  guidelines  finalized 

• Summary  of  responses  to  Rules  of  the  Road 
discussion  paper  released  (responses  will  be 
considered  when  drafting  new  Traffic  Safety  Act 
regulations  — responses  already  resulted  in  a ban 
on  riding  in  the  back  of  pickups) 

• Strategies,  resources  and  best  practices  shared  at 
safe  and  caring  schools  and  communities 
conference 

• Government  Emergency  Operations  Centre 
activated  to  deal  with  Y2K  problems  (Albertans 
made  about  20,000  visits  to  Government  websites 
for  timely,  accurate  information  over  the  transition 
period) 
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PROTECTING  ALBERTA'S  NATURAL  HERITAGE 


Albertans  take  pride  in  their  beautiful,  clean  province  and  uniquely  western  heritage.  They 
want  to  preserve  the  environment  as  well  as  the  provinces  pioneering  past.  To  ensure  our 
natural  places  and  special  memories  are  preserved  for  years  to  come,  the  Alberta  Government 
performed  the  following  activities  during  October,  November  and  December  1999: 


• Climate  Change  Central  (a  government  and  private 
sector  partnership)  established  to  reduce 
greenhouse  gas  emissions  (the  Premier  is  Executive 
Chair) 

• Over  117,000  hectares  of  land  preserved  under  the 
Special  Places  program 

• Framework  developed  to  manage  deposits  from 
acidic  emissions,  preventing  harmful 
environmental  effects  (the  unique  framework  has 
been  recognized  internationally  and  is  consistent 
with  the  Canada-Wide  Acid  Rain  Strategy  for 
Post-2000) 

• Reynolds-Alberta  Museum  won  James  J.  Bradley 
Distinguished  Service  Award  for  the  preservation  of 
historic  materials  relating  to  motor  vehicles  of  the 
world 


• $731,330  provided  to  community-based  heritage 
preservation  and  presentation  initiatives  through 
the  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 

• Plan  for  $30  million  update  to  the  two  Jubilee 
Auditoria  for  Alberta’s  centennial  completed  in 
December 

• Responding  to  Public  Concerns  About  Oil  and  Gas  in 
Alberta  (a  free  booklet),  released  by  the  Alberta 
Energy  and  Utilities  Board 
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IMPROVING  EFFICIENCY  AND  INNOVATION 


We  have  many  cutting-edge  practices  to  thank  for  the  sound  economic  position  the  province 
currently  enjoys.  Many  of  these  practices  were  pioneered  by  Alberta  business  and  industry 
Others  are  the  result  of  your  government  at  work.  In  the  3rd  Quarter  of  the  1999-2000  fiscal 
year,  that  work  included: 


• One  Window  Access  to  Services  Project  launched 
(when  implemented,  One  Window  will  allow 
Albertans  faster,  more  convenient  access  to 
government  services) 

• New  mediation  centre  in  Edmonton’s  Law  Courts 
Building  opened  to  give  Albertans  better  access  to 
mediation  and  Legal  Aid  services 

• Government’s  Consumer  Information  Call  Centre 
expanded  to  provide  better  service,  faster,  to  more 
Albertans 

• 36,716  information  requests  from  seniors  answered 
by  the  Alberta  Seniors’  Information  Line  and  the 
nine  Alberta  Seniors  Service  Centres 

• Privatization  of  routine  animal  health  diagnostic 
services  completed  (Alberta  poultry  industry  is 
now  responsible  to  provide  these  services  on  a cost- 
recovery  basis) 

• $30  million  provided  over  three  years  to  establish 
the  Alberta  Informatics  Circle  of  Research  Excellence 
program  (to  attract  top  technology  researchers  to 
Alberta  universities) 

• New  Alberta  Science  and  Technology  Leadership 
Award  (ASTech)  established  to  recognize  and 
encourage  future  innovative  leaders 

• New  website  launched  by  Alberta  Innovation  and 
Science 


• The  Alberta  Research  Council  Inc.  (ARC) 
reorganized 

• Bison  Centre  of  Excellence  opened  the  in  Leduc 
(a  government  partnership  with  the  Alberta  bison 
industry) 

• Three  virtual  exhibitions  to  heritage  collections 
launched: 

on-line  tour  of  the  Ukrainian  Cultural  Heritage 
Village 

on-line  previews  to  the  upcoming  Anno 
Domini:  Jesus  Through  the  Centuries  millennium 
exhibition  opening  at  the  Provincial  Museum  in 
October  2000, 

on-line  tour  of  the  Rise  of  the  Black  Dragon 
exhibition  at  the  Provincial  Museum 

• Three  new  electrical  safety  codes  became  effective 
November  1 to  recognize  current  technologies  and 
improve  harmonization  with  national  and 
international  standards 

• Administration  of  Passenger  Ropeways  (ski-lifts)  safety 
program  transferred  to  the  Alberta  Elevating 
Devices  and  Amusement  Rides  Safety  Association 
(AEDARSA)  in  December  to  reduce  costs  and 
increase  safety 
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